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they have worked with Congress to 
make a stronger and more effective de-
partment for America’s veterans. He 
has provided continuity in the Depart-
ment’s communication with Congress 
during the shift of executive adminis-
trations. 

Most recently, Mr. O’Connor worked 
with our committee on the VA MIS-
SION Act, which is a major reform in 
veterans’ healthcare. He also helped in-
form Members of Congress about the 
need to modernize the department’s an-
tiquated electronic health records sys-
tem, and he played a key role as the 
Veterans Appeals Improvement and 
Modernization Act made its way 
through Congress. 

Under his leadership, Mr. O’Connor 
and his team prepared VA’s senior 
leaders to successfully participate in 
more than 400 congressional hearings. 
Their office also coordinated thousands 
of informational briefings to Members 
of Congress, committee staff, and per-
sonal staff that advanced VA’s message 
and priorities. 

Upon his upcoming retirement, Mr. 
O’Connor leaves the Department with 
an important legacy. In 2017, Mr. 
O’Connor spearheaded the Congres-
sional Fellowship Program, which 
places VA employees in a yearlong fel-
lowship position in the office of a Mem-
ber of Congress. 

Today, I am honored to pay tribute 
to Mr. O’Connor for his service to our 
country and his steadfast commitment 
to advocating on behalf of veterans 
throughout his career. Congratulations 
to Mr. O’Connor on his lasting legacy 
of advocacy for veterans, and I wish 
him the best in his retirement. 

f 

ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS 

TRIBUTE TO DAVID BRANSCUM 

∑ Mr. BOOZMAN. Mr. President, today 
I wish to congratulate David Branscum 
for being named Arkansas Rural Advo-
cate of the Year by the Arkansas Rural 
Development Commission. 

Raised in Marshall, David is a third- 
generation cattle rancher, farmer, and 
small business owner who has dedi-
cated more than four decades of his life 
to rural Arkansas. After graduating 
from the University of Arkansas with a 
degree in agriculture and economics, 
he returned home to run the family 
farm and lumber business. For 7 years, 
David represented House District 83 as 
a member of the Arkansas House of 
Representatives where he served on 
both the agriculture and health com-
mittees and chaired the legislative 
council. In 2017, he resigned from the 
House after Agriculture Secretary 
Sonny Perdue appointed him as Arkan-
sas director for the U.S. Department of 
Agriculture Office of Rural Develop-
ment. 

In this role, David has implemented 
programs across the State intended to 
improve the quality of life in Arkansas’ 
rural communities. These programs in-

clude rural business development 
grants, single and multifamily housing 
loans, community facility grants, and 
water and waste disposal monies. 

One of David’s top priorities and one 
of the largest challenges facing Arkan-
sas and much of rural America is ac-
cess to reliable and affordable 
broadband connectivity. With nearly $1 
billion in grant money available na-
tionwide to expand broadband services 
to rural communities, he has cham-
pioned this program around our State. 

I congratulate David for being named 
the Arkansas Rural Advocate of the 
Year. He has spent his career working 
to advance the economy and improve 
the standard of living for rural resi-
dents throughout Arkansas, and our 
State is a better place because of him.∑ 
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TRIBUTE TO CADET COLONEL 
SHELBY PETERSON 

∑ Mr. DAINES. Mr. President, today I 
have the honor of recognizing Civil Air 
Patrol Cadet Colonel Shelby Petersen 
of Kalispell. Cadet Colonel Petersen is 
the first Montanan since 2004 to receive 
the General Carl A. Spaatz Award, 
which is the Civil Air Patrol’s highest 
cadet honor. 

The Spaatz Award is given to cadets 
who have demonstrated excellence in 
leadership, character, fitness, and aero-
space education. The selection process 
is extremely rigorous, and only 5 out of 
every 1,000 cadets earns the award. 
Cadet Colonel Petersen joined the Civil 
Air Patrol at the age of 12, following in 
the footsteps of her older brother. 
From day 1, her goal was to become 
squadron commander and win the 
Spaatz Award. She has thrived as a 
member of the Flathead Composite 
Squadron, receiving 18 promotions and 
achieving her goal of becoming the 
squadron commander. I had the pleas-
ure of meeting Cadet Colonel Petersen 
in March 2018, when she was selected to 
participate in the prestigious Civil Air 
Patrol Leadership Academy. There, ca-
dets spend a week in Washington, DC, 
and gain greater insight into the inner 
workings of government through meet-
ings with Members of Congress, the 
State Department, and the intelligence 
community. She is an outstanding 
young Montanan who understands 
what it means to put service before 
self. 

As squadron commander, she has 
taken a keen interest in mentoring 
younger cadets and pushes them to set 
and meet high expectations for them-
selves. In fact, her final assignment as 
a Civil Air Patrol cadet is cadet com-
mander for this summer’s Civil Air Pa-
trol boot camp. 

Cadet Colonel Petersen is currently 
finishing her senior year at Glacier 
High School in Kalispell and upon 
graduation will enlist in the Marine 
Corps to continue her service to our 
country. I congratulate Cadet Colonel 
Petersen on winning the Spaatz Award, 
and I thank her for her service. I know 
that she will continue to make her 
community and Montana proud.∑ 

TRIBUTE TO TOM LEWIS 

∑ Mr. ISAKSON. Mr. President, today, 
I am honored to recognize in the 
RECORD Mr. Tom Lewis of Atlanta, GA, 
the senior adviser to the president of 
Georgia State University. Tom has an-
nounced he will retire in June after 28 
years of service to the school. 

Tom Lewis has built a strong legacy 
in our State and Federal Government, 
as well as in higher education. Early 
on, he learned the value of public serv-
ice from his parents, Eleanor and 
Carlton Lewis. While he was a student 
at Georgia Southern University, he 
spent time here in the Senate as an in-
tern for the venerable Senator Richard 
B. Russell of Georgia. Upon his gradua-
tion from the university, he worked on 
the campaign of then-Presidential can-
didate Jimmy Carter of Plains, GA, 
who was subsequently elected to the of-
fice of U.S. President. 

Next, Tom set out to make a dif-
ference in our State government as ex-
ecutive director of the Georgia Fran-
chise Practices Commission from 1974 
to 1978. Later, while he was executive 
vice president of the Bartow County 
Chamber of Commerce, Tom met and 
befriended State legislator Joe Frank 
Harris of Cartersville, GA, and his wife 
Elizabeth. That friendship turned into 
a trusted bond, and when Joe Frank 
Harris set out to become Governor of 
Georgia, Tom joined his campaign as 
an adviser and served in several roles 
in Harris’s administration, including as 
chief of staff from 1986 to 1991. 

I got to know Tom while I was also 
serving in the Georgia General Assem-
bly, and he was always someone who 
you could count on and trust. When he 
went on to Georgia State University, 
he left his mark there, advancing the 
school’s interests, creating new oppor-
tunities, and helping Georgia State 
University grow in the early years and 
then absolutely take off. The Wash-
ington Post has called Georgia State 
University a ‘‘hotbed of growth and in-
novation.’’ This and many of its other 
well-earned accolades are due not only 
to a serious and active student body, 
but also thanks to the long-term plan-
ning and constant efforts of great lead-
ers like Tom Lewis. 

In addition to his accomplishments 
spanning decades and touching count-
less lives, Tom and his wife Patty are 
the parents of three children, Wes, 
Ellen, and Shannon. His five grand-
children, Wesley Claire, Leighton, Will, 
Nate, and Jacks will surely benefit 
from Tom’s retirement. I have a strong 
suspicion that his home community of 
Cartersville, GA, will benefit from the 
additional time he is able to spend in 
town, too. 

As Tom and Patty prepare for this 
new chapter, I wish them and their 
families all the best. I offer my deepest 
gratitude for their friendship and work 
on behalf of our State.∑ 
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RECOGNIZING GT AIRINJECT, INC. 

∑ Mr. RUBIO. Mr. President, as chair-
man of the Senate Committee on Small 
Business and Entrepreneurship, it is 
my privilege to recognize a small busi-
ness that has benefited from hard 
work, ingenuity, and international 
trade. As we celebrate World Trade 
Month, it is important to recognize the 
limitless potential that exporting of-
fers small businesses across the coun-
try. It is my distinct honor to name GT 
AirInject Inc., located in Jacksonville, 
FL, as the Senate Small Business of 
the Week. 

Founded by Glen Black, GT AirInject 
is a family-owned manufacturer of air 
injection machines, which provide an 
efficient way to improve soil and lawn 
maintenance for golf courses and ath-
letic fields. GT AirInject’s flagship 
product, the AIR2G2, solves the issues 
of soil compaction by injecting pres-
surized air into the soil, up to 12 inches 
deep, which fractures the natural form-
ing compact layers. Unlike traditional 
aeration methods that simply perforate 
the soil, the AIR2G2 injects air without 
damaging the turf surface. This revolu-
tionary feature allows the course or 
field to be used immediately, making 
the AIR2G2 an ideal product for sport 
facilities and golf courses. In fact, GT 
AirInject’s products are utilized inter-
nationally, at world-renowned facili-
ties such as St. Andrews Links in Scot-
land, the Boston Red Sox’s Fenway 
Park, the Green Bay Packer’s Lambeau 
Field, and Real Madrid’s Santiago 
Bernabeu Stadium. 

In addition to the AIR2G2, GT 
AirInject has developed the AIR2HP. 
Perfect for both commercial and house-
hold use, the AIR2HP offers customers 
a more portable and dynamic product, 
while still providing the soil benefits of 
increased porosity, better water drain-
age, and improved root growth. The 
benefits of the AIR2G2 and the 
AIR2HP, however, are not limited to 
improved soil quality. The efficient 
and effective designs of GT AirInject 
products allow recreational facilities 
to remain open after turf maintenance, 
simultaneously decreasing the facili-
ties maintenance budget while increas-
ing revenue. 

GT AirInject’s commitment to manu-
facturing superior products, while 
maintaining an affordable price, has al-
lowed them to become a world leader in 
air injection machines. Exporting 
across the globe, GT AirInject products 
can be found throughout Europe, Asia, 
and Africa. Despite increased inter-
national demand, GT AirInject con-
tinues to manufacture its machines in 
Jacksonville. 

GT AirInject’s commitment to qual-
ity and innovation has not gone unno-
ticed. The AIR2G2 won the prestigious 
2016 HSBC Golf Business Forum Inno-
vation Award and the 2015 Sports Turf 
Managers Association’s Innovation 
Award. Additionally, the AIR2HP was 
named as one of Lawn and Landscape 
magazine’s Twenty for 2017 New Prod-
uct Award Program winners. 

American made products are essen-
tial to the United States’ continued 
competitiveness in the global market-
place. GT AirInject is a tremendous ex-
ample of a small business creating an 
innovative product that has generated 
global demand. They have grown inter-
nationally while continuing to create 
American jobs. It is with great pleas-
ure that I name GT AirInject as the 
Senate Small Business of the Week. I 
wish Glen and the entire team nothing 
but success in their future endeavors.∑ 

f 

RECOGNIZING THE MONTESSORI 
SCHOOL OF GREENVILLE 

∑ Mr. SCOTT of South Carolina. Mr. 
President, it is my privilege to recog-
nize and commend the Montessori 
School of Greenville for nearly 50 years 
of community service and teaching. At 
the end of this month, former teachers, 
directors, local educators, alumni, and 
students will gather to honor this long-
standing educational leader in the Up-
state as they close their doors. 

The Greenville Montessori School 
has been a true model of education, 
since its humble beginnings from a 
church basement in 1970. At that time, 
it was the first Montessori school in 
the State of South Carolina. Since 
then, it has maintained the authentic 
principles and practices of the Montes-
sori curriculum and developed a skilled 
staff and educational materials that 
provided training to countless teach-
ers, helped establish other Montessori 
schools, and influenced alternative 
education models in the region and 
State. 

This school developed a passion for 
learning, a sense of accountability, and 
a value for independent work in thou-
sands of children in the Upstate. Many 
of these children grew up and sent 
their own children to this school, and 
it became a place for families and life-
long friends. 

Today I celebrate the parents and 
educators who pushed and continue to 
push for improved educational offer-
ings and programs like this one. Their 
work is informing and guiding the evo-
lution of the school system and its of-
ferings to provide safe environments 
and rigorous curriculums that will en-
sure our State’s children can effec-
tively compete in the local and global 
workforce and productively contribute 
to our society. 

I would like to recognize and honor 
the Montessori School of Greenville 
and every type of K–12 school—public, 
private, charter school, homeschool, 
and online—that helps prepare our next 
generation for college, the workforce, 
and the amazing opportunities that lie 
ahead. 

I pass along my sincerest gratitude 
to the many directors, educators, and 
local leaders involved with Greenville 
Montessori School in the past 50 years 
for contributing to and perpetuating 
the most important and precious op-
portunity we can offer our children: an 
education.∑ 

MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT 

A message from the President of the 
United States was communicated to 
the Senate by Ms. Ridgway, one of his 
secretaries. 

f 

PRESIDENTIAL MESSAGE 

REPORT ON THE CONTINUATION 
OF THE NATIONAL EMERGENCY 
THAT WAS ORIGINALLY DE-
CLARED IN EXECUTIVE ORDER 
13303 OF MAY 22, 2003, WITH RE-
SPECT TO THE STABILIZATION 
OF IRAQ—PM 18 

The PRESIDING OFFICER laid be-
fore the Senate the following message 
from the President of the United 
States, together with an accompanying 
report, which was referred to the Com-
mittee on Banking, Housing, and 
Urban Affairs. 

To the Congress of the United States: 
Section 202(d) of the National Emer-

gencies Act (50 U.S.C. 1622(d)) provides 
for the automatic termination of a na-
tional emergency unless, within 90 
days before the anniversary date of its 
declaration, the President publishes in 
the Federal Register and transmits to 
the Congress a notice stating that the 
emergency is to continue in effect be-
yond the anniversary date. In accord-
ance with this provision, I have sent to 
the Federal Register for publication the 
enclosed notice stating that the na-
tional emergency with respect to the 
stabilization of Iraq that was declared 
in Executive Order 13303 of May 22, 
2003, is to continue in effect beyond 
May 22, 2019. 

Obstacles to the orderly reconstruc-
tion of Iraq, the restoration and main-
tenance of peace and security in the 
country, and the development of polit-
ical, administrative, and economic in-
stitutions in Iraq continue to pose an 
unusual and extraordinary threat to 
the national security and foreign pol-
icy of the United States. Therefore, I 
have determined that it is necessary to 
continue the national emergency de-
clared in Executive Order 13303 with re-
spect to the stabilization of Iraq. 

DONALD J. TRUMP.
THE WHITE HOUSE, May 20, 2019. 

f 

MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE 
RECEIVED DURING ADJOURNMENT 

ENROLLED BILL SIGNED 
Under the authority of the order of 

the Senate of January 3, 2019, the Sec-
retary of the Senate, on May 17, 2019, 
during the adjournment of the Senate, 
received a message from the House of 
Representatives announcing that the 
Speaker had signed the following en-
rolled bill: 

H.R. 2379. An act to reauthorize the Bullet-
proof Vest Partnership Grant Program. 

f 

MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE 

At 3:02 p.m., a message from the 
House of Representatives, delivered by 
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